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The Christian Crowned 
Session 1 – Understanding the Christian’s Reward  

(2 Corinthians 5:8-10,1 Corinthians 9:24) 
 

The New Testament not only promises believers that they will receive rewards for the 

good that they have done, it encourages and commands Christians to strive for such 

rewards. 

Why should we be concerned about rewards? Shouldn’t we just serve the Lord for love? 
 

There are many verses in the New Testament that not only indicate that we will give 

account to God for what we have done on this earth as believers, but that we will 

receive rewards for what we have done. 
 

One of the rewards that a Christian can receive is what the New Testament refers to 

as crowns. The word ‘crown’ appears 24 times in the New Testament.  

There are 2 types of crowns mentioned: 

- The diadem crown (3 times) – the crown of royalty. 

- The stephanos crown (21 times) – the victors crown. Won by a victor of a race or 

battle. This would be likened today to a medal, ribbon, plaque or trophy. The 

stephanos crown was highly sought after and greatly esteemed. 
 

There are 5 such crowns referred to in the New Testament: 

- The crown of incorruption (1 Corinthians 9:25) 

- The crown of righteousness (2Timothy 4:8) 

- The crown of rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:19) 

- The crown of life (James 1:12) 

- The crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) 
 

In this study we will consider these crowns of reward as particularly hot to win them. 
 

1. Why does God reward His saints? 

• God’s own sense of Justice.  

Matthew 25:14-21 – the parable of the talents. The master rewards his servants. 

We are God’s servants and He is a paying Master. God rewards us not because 

we are worthy of a reward, but because it is unworthy of God not to allowing us 

to labour without giving recompense. See also Luke 17:10, Hebrews 6:10 

• God gives rewards to encourage service. 

To inspire the labourer’s hope while he works. We look forward to a paycheck. 

1 Corinthians 9:9-10, Colossians 3:23-24. 

• The Glory of God 

God receives glory and honour for everything He gives.  

Revelation 19:7-8 – glory goes to the Bridegroom (Christ) 

We should labour to be rewarded. 
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2. What are the rewards a Christian can win? 

• Rewards that are material and physical  

Matthew 6:19-20,19:29; Colossians 3:24; Hebrews 10:34 

• Positions 

▪ Luke 19:12 – Parable of Pounds 

▪ Matthew 25 – Parable of Talents 

▪ Matthew 24:47 – Parable of Faithful Servant 

▪ Revelation 3:21 - Throne 

• Vocal Rewards (Praise) 

▪ Matthew 25:21- “Well Done” 

▪ 1 Corinthians 4:5 – hidden things to light 

• Symbolic Rewards 

▪ Revelation 19:8 – White raiment (clothes) – symbol of our good 

works. 

▪ Revelation 2:17 – A new name 

▪ Crowns – area’s of faithfulness 

• Incorruption – faithfulness in race 

• Righteousness – faithfulness in service 

• Rejoicing – faithfulness in sowing 

• Glory – faithfulness in duty 

• Life – faithfulness in trials. 

3. When are these rewards given? 

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 and Romans 14:12 indicate that these rewards will be 

given at the judgement seat of Christ.  

• The word ‘bema’ is the word used in the original Greek. The bema was a 

large raised platform that contestant would appear before a judge to 

receive a reward. 

• 1 Peter 5:4 – “when He shall appear” 

• 2 Timothy 4:1 – “at His appearing” 

• Luke 14:12-14 – “at the resurrection of the just” 

• Rev 22:12 – “will bring His reward with Him” 

After the Rapture of the Church 

• Revelation 4 – The Raptured Church – white raiment and crowns. 

 

4. What will we do with our crowns? 

Revelation 4:10-11 – We will cast them at God’s throne. 

- He is Worthy 

- The rewards are only by His grace 

- A demonstration of total submission to the Lord. 

What has God placed in your hands? Do it with all your might so that God will be 

glorified and honoured. 
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The Christian Crowned 
Session 2 - The Crown of Incorruption (1 Corinthians 9:24-27) 

 

The Crown of Incorruption is won in a “_________.”   

The background to Paul’s illustration is the Isthmian (or Corinthian) games.   

The games involved 5 major events: leaping, discus, boxing, wrestling and running.  
 

Paul uses the race or run to picture the winning of the incorruptible crown.  The race 

represents the Christian life we live on the earth for God (v. 24, 26; Hebrews 12:1). 
 

Competitors in the Corinthian games competed for a wreath of pine. Corruptible, it 

would fade and wilt; at best the honour only lasted until the ____________________.  
 

Christians in a spiritual race are after a crown hat does not perish; that is 

_______________.  
 

How can we win the Crown of Incorruption?   

This crown is won by ___________________ in a race/service to God.   

This is supported by 2 Timothy 2:5— “except he strive lawfully.” 
 

1. The Means to Faithfulness (1 Corinthians 9:24-26). 
 

a. It will take ______________ and ________________ (v. 24) 

• “So”—just like those who run in an earthly race; we run as if there is only one 

prize to win.  

• “race” = stadium—oval racecourse, approx. 187 m in length. 

• takes the same energy to win the Christian crown. 

• We won’t win the crown by holding back, by pampering self, keeping 

something in reserve; it will require everything we have. 
 

b. It will take determination and discipline (v. 25) 

• “striveth” = agonizes; the race is strenuous.  

• “temperate” = discipline; exercise of ________________ by abstaining from 

anything that will ultimately enfeeble us.  

• “all things” = everything/anything. 
 

c. It will take _______________ and _________________ (v. 26) 

• “uncertainly” = without aim; Paul had a goal in his race, cf. 1 Cor. 9:19-22—

___________________________. 

• “beateth the air” = shadow boxing, or missing the aim—a punch that did not 

land.   Paul did not waste his time and energy on trivial things, even good 

things that produce no results.  
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Every move we make must be calculated to further the race and our pursuit of the 

prize. We only have so much time and energy in life.   

How will we spend it?  (illustration of wallet). 

 

2. The Challenger to our Faithfulness (1 Cor. 9:27). 
 

• Not the ___________; in this passage the challenger is ____________ (v. 27).   

• We are our own worst enemies.   

• It means we must keep our bodies under “subjection.”   

• This means two things: 

o “...keep under my body” means to strike the eye, to beat back and blue. 

o “bring it into subjection” — to lead it into _______________, treat his body as 

a slave.   

• If we are to win this prize we are going to have to make our bodies, passions 

and desires our slaves.  
 

Why do we need to do this?  Lest we “be a castaway.”  

• “Castaway” means ________________, to reject as unusable, could not stand the 

_________.  

• We need to say “no to ________” if we are to win; must restrain the flesh.  

• Paul used himself to encourage us to be faithful: “I have finished my course” (2 

Tim. 4:7).  Paul didn’t start life well, but he ended it well.   

• Illustration: Glen Cunningham set his mind with faith and determination to run.   

 

Athletes run to “obtain a corruptible crown;” we should faithfully run the race for “an 

incorruptible” crown.   

 

Hebrews 12:1; “let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 

let us run with patience the race that is set before us…”   

Look to the “great a cloud of witnesses” who ran the race (Hebrews 11) to find 

encouragement.  

 

Whatever the weights you need to lay aside, be decisive about your race before God.  

If you do, you will win an incorruptible crown that fades not way. 
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The Christian Crowned 
Session 3 - The Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20) 

 

The Crown of Rejoicing is given for faithfulness in _____________, in seeking to win the 

lost for Christ.  It is often called the ___________________ crown.   
 

This crown is not given for the number of people we lead to Christ, but for faithfulness 

in attempting to do that. 
 

There is an actual crown to gain, but the Thessalonians believers were also a crown: 

• because it was his efforts to win them the secured the crown;  

• because their coming to Christ brought great joy to his heart.  

 

How can we win the crown of rejoicing?   

1 Thessalonians 2 reveals 6 areas involved in winning people to Christ; giving 17 

components necessary to win people to Christ. 

 

1. It will take a willingness to endure _______________ and _____________(v. 2-3).   

It may mean: 

• physical _____________— “suffered before” (cf. Acts 16);  

• “shamefully treated” = public insult and _________________;  

• “contention” = ___________, conflict, intense exertion and strenuous persistence 

to over come the opponent.  

• verbal _____________ (v. 3).   Three allegations made against Paul: 

o “deceit” = error; Paul was convinced of the gospel and its power; 

o “uncleanness” = not from impure _____________; 

o “guile” = trickery, deceptive strategy, _____________ methods. 

  

2. It will take a _______________________ of the gospel (v. 4-6).   

We must:  

• see ourselves as God’s ___________ for bringing people to Christ (v. 4a);  

• desire to _____________ God in what we do and say (v. 4b).  

• not preach to gain a _____________ _____________(v. 5a).  “flattering” = deception for 

selfish ends;  

• not preach out of ___________ (v. 5b). “cloak” = _______________, something put 

forward for appearance to conceal what lies behind; 

• not seek the _____________________ (v. 6a); 

• be willing to give up ________________________ (v. 6b). 
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3. It will take tender _____________ and _____________(v. 7-8).   

It involves: 

• a deep love for lost souls and new converts (v. 7);  

• giving of yourself (v. 8).  “...imparted...” = to share—the gospel and their own 

souls. 

  

4. It will take ____________________ and ______________________ (v. 9).   

• “labour” = exhausting labour, weariness and fatigue from strenuous activity;  

• “travail” = toil, trouble and pain; “labouring night and day” refers to his tent 

making, working for wages in manual labour.   

  

5. It will take a holy _____________ and _____________ (v. 10).  

• “holily” = devout and pious;  

• “justly” = righteous, conduct that meets the standard of right;  

• “unblameable” = unreproachable conduct.   

• “It takes character to win people.”  “It takes a heart to win a heart.”  

  

6. It will take _______________________ (v. 11-12).   

Paul was like a father to them.  He: 

• “exhorted” = strong appeal, to adopt a suitable course of conduct; 

• “comforted” = encouraged, inspiring them to follow the Christian life; 

• “charged” = testifying, earnest appeal. 

• The three things involved: urging the hesitant, encouraging the fainthearted, 

imploring the wavering, all so that they “would walk worthy of God…”  

  

If we are faithful in these 6 areas, we can win this crown.  Image being in heaven 

having around you the people you were able to win to Christ.  

  

 Philippians 4:1—“...so stand fast in the Lord.”   

 

Paul is challenging his converts to be faithful so they can bring joy to the heart of 

those who lead them to Christ. 
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The Christian Crowned 
Session 4 - The Crown of Righteousness (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

 

What would it be like to sit down with a “spiritually old person” and ask them what 

gave them a spiritually profitable life?  We have this opportunity with the Apostle Paul.  

He gives us counsel and spiritual advice based upon his personal testimony.  1 

Timothy 4:6-8 give us the reason why he had confidence he would gain the Crown of 

Righteousness.    

 

1. The Contentment of a Life Well Lived (2 Timothy 4:6) 

Verse six reveals two ways that Paul viewed his approaching death:  

• as a “_________________” poured out to God (Num. 15:1-10; Exod. 30:9).  Paul’s 

whole life was a living sacrifice for God (Rom. 12:1), now it was being poured 

out as a final offering to God, which meant martyrdom; 

• “departure” = ______________, unloose, used of a ship being untied as it set sail 

for a voyage.  Paul did not view the end of his life as death, but as an unloosing 

from port.  When you have lived a well for God, there is a contentment, a 

satisfaction, and no regrets to meeting the Lord. 

 

2. The Confidence of a Ministry Well Maintained (2 Timothy 4:7) 

He faithfully maintained and brought to the end the ministry God gave to him (cf. 

Christ in John 17).   

• “fought a good fight” —he viewed himself as a _______________________;  

“fought” and “fight” from Greek word agon, or the English word “________”  

= struggle, exert great effort; a picture of soldiering, warfare (1 Timothy 1:18); 

depicting a series of battles (2 Timothy 2:3-4).  

 

• “finished my course” = he finished or arrived at the __________;  

the race was his own personal ministry (Acts 20: 24-27);  

he sees himself as a ______ _______________ who has carried out ministry. 

• “I have kept the faith” — he sees himself as a ______________________;  

“keep” = _____________, maintain;  

“faith” = sum total of what he _______________.   

Paul was entrusted with the gospel and he protected and maintained it (Titus 

1:13) 
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3.  The Conviction of a Righteousness Well Rewarded (2 Timothy 4:8) 

“henceforth” = _____________, as to the rest, or as to what remains;  

Paul had the conviction that Christ would reward him with a crown. 

a. His expectation of a reward (v. 8a): 

• when it will be given? — “at that day” (cf. 4:1), the ____________, the Lord brings 

His rewards with Him (at the bema seat); 

• where it is now? — “laid up for me” — waiting for him; 

• what is it? — “crown of righteousness”; the crown is given for a righteous life; 

“righteousness” = meeting a _____________ or obligations; Paul had an obligation 

to carry out his God-given ministry;  

• who gives it? — “the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me”; the Lord is also a 

“righteous judge” — He meets all His obligations (1 Cor. 3:13, “try every man’s 

work”; 1 Cor. 4:5, “bring to light all the hidden things of darkness”; Col. 3:24-25, 

“there is no respect of persons”). 

 b. Our expectation of a reward (v. 8b): 

• “all them” — everyone can win this crown if we are faithful in service to the Lord; 

• the motivation—that we “love his appearing”; not a separate requirement for 

winning this crown, but if we are faithful we will “not be ashamed” but looking 

for His coming (1 John 2:28). 

• How do we win this crown?  By faithfulness in serve (sums up everything in 

verse 7).   

 

But I am not a pastor, how can I win it?   

We can win this crown in the same way Paul won his.   

What was Paul’s ministry?  

• His ________________—the means by which he served Christ in the world.  Our 

occupations in life are not just the means to provide for ourselves and families; 

they are our opportunity to reflect Christ to the world (light and salt).   

• His means fulfilling his ______________ ________—to edify the body of Christ. 

 

Paul was confident he would win this crown; we too can have this confidence if we are 

faithful to the ministry God has given to us (Col. 3:22-25; 1 Pet. 4:10-11).  

  

Illustration William Borden—“No ___________; No __________; No _________.” 

  

What should I do for the Lord?   

What do they do in the army? — Did the army put a steering wheel, bazooka, broom 

in his hands etc?  What did God put in your hands?  What vocation did God give you?  

What spiritual gift did He give you?  If you faithfully fulfil your vocation, and faithfully 

fulfil the exercising of your spiritual gifts, you can win this crown.   
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The Christian Crowned 
Session 5 - The Crown of Glory (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

  

It is a treasured privilege to be able to shepherd God’s flock for Him.  While these 

verses are specifically addressed to elders, it is not beyond Scripture to apply this 

privilege to any Christian who has any amount of care over God’s flock.  This crown is 

given to elders who are faithful in duty, but the privilege of caring for God’s flock is 

often undertaken by many a believer.  
 

How can an elder win this crown? 

Two things must be true: 

  

1. He Must Fulfill the Shepherd’s _________ (1 Peter 5:2) 

Verse 2 gives us a glimpse of the shepherd’s duty: 

• “Feeding” presents a ___________________ ministry; 

• “taking the oversight” presents an _________________ ministry. 
 

• Shepherding ministry: “Feeding” we think of feeding as teaching, instruction, but it 

is the New Testament word for “shepherding” (also translated “pastor” in Eph. 

4:11);  

The New Testament gives us 4 aspects of the shepherding ministry: 

o Acts 20:28-31 — shepherding through _______________; from dangers 

without (v. 29); disease from within (v. 30). 

o Ephesians 4:11-12 — shepherding through _______________ (equip-ping for 

service);  

o Colossians 1:9-11 — shepherding through _____________;  

o Hebrews 13:17 — shepherding through _____________; “obey” = “to be 

easily persuaded, allow themselves to be won over;” “submit” = yield 

yourself.  

• Administrative ministry: “taking the oversight thereof…”   

The New Testament uses 3 terms which help us understand the shepherd’s 

administrative ministry: 

o 1 Peter 5:2 — “oversight” = to look upon, to look after (also trans. “bishop” 

or “overseer”), has the idea of being a _______________.   

o 1 Thessalonians 5:12 — “over you in the Lord” — to stand before, preside 

over, to direct; has the idea of general superintendence; trans. 5 times in 

N.T. as “_________.” 

o Hebrews 13:7 — “Remember them which have the rule over you…”  

— “rule” (also v. 17, v. 24), in this capacity ruling involves “___________.”  

 

• Instructional ministry: seen in 3 New Testament terms which refer to the 

shepherd’s proclamation of the Word: 
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o kerusso — to proclaim as a _____________  

o euaggelizomai — to proclaim _____________ of gospel (evangelize) 

o didasko — to __________ by instruction  
 

2. He Must Exercise a Shepherd’s ____________ (1 Peter 5:2-3) 

A shepherd’s care involves three motives.  It is to be:  

• Rendered _____________—“not by constraint, but willingly…”   

This involves the motive of ____________ toward the assignment.  “...const-raint” = 

by force; leadership undertaken because you feel forced to; accepts the 

position reluctantly.  There is a biblical compulsion (eg. 1 Cor. 9:16; Jeremiah) 

but it different to taking up the ministry grudgingly.  

• Rendered ______________—“not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind…”  

This involves the motive of ________ from Christian service.   

“…filthy lucre” = shameful or dishonest gain; “ready mind” = zealously, eagerly, or 

enthusiasm.  It is a warning about taking Christian leadership for a desire of 

personal gain; because it offers respectable position, because of prestige, 

praise, love of power and position, or personal popularity.  

• Rendered exemplary—“Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being 

ensamples to the flock.”   

This involves the motive of ___________ ____________ towards people.   

“...being lords over” = lording down, domineering spirit, heavy-handed use of 

authority for personal advancement.  This is not a warning against pastoral 

authority—he is rule and the flock is to obey and submit.   

“...heritage” = the lot, the charge allotted to you; those charged to the elder’s 

care. 
  

3. The Receiving of a Shepherd’s _______________ (1 Peter 5:4) 

The approval of Christ is the motive to strive for.  Christ’s approval is represented by a 

crown—the stephanos—the victor’s crown;  

• “crown of glory” given to elders for faithfulness in duty;  

• “fadeth not away”—it never loses its beauty and attraction, it is eternal.  
 

Application: 

Help your pastor win this crown.  How?   

• Pray for God’s wisdom, enablement, and blessing;  

• be submissive to his leadership (Heb. 13:17);  

• follow his example (Heb. 13:7);  

• help him have joy in ministry (Heb. 13:17).   

All Christians labour for God, but why do you do it?   

• What is your motive for exercising leadership in your ministry?   

• We must labour faithfully for the Lord.  “Mind the flock.”  
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The Christian Crowned 
Session 5 - The Crown of Life (James 1:12) 

  

The Crown of Life is given for faithfulness in _____________. The Bible is filled with the 

stories of people, verses, and even whole books which deal with the subject of trials.   

It leaves us with the thought that trials are a major part of every Christians’ life.  Trials 

often come from God to build something in our life.  

  

How can win the crown of life? 

Verse 12 gives us 2 qualifications for winning this crown: 

 

1. “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation” (James 1:12a) 

Two words need to be explained to help us understand what this means: 

• “...temptation” often implies enticing someone to do something ____________;  

(in the Greek) this is actually a neutral word, and the context that determines if 

it is positive or negative; here it is used in the sense of ________ (cf. v. 2).   

“...divers temptations” = many coloured or variegated and refers to a great 

__________ or __________ of trials.   

o Revelation 2:9-10 it refers to tribulations (pressures), poverty, 

blasphemed (slandered), being cast into prison.   

o Acts 20:19 Paul speaks of the “lying in wait of the Jews.”   

o Galatians 4:13-14, “infirmity of the flesh.”   

o Hebrews 3:8, “wilderness” wanderings.   

o 1 Peter 4:12, “fiery trial.”   

Trials come in a variety of shapes, sizes and colours; sorrows, disappointments, 

dangers, persecution, sacrifices, financial loss, etc. 

  

• “endureth” = to ___________________ the trial until it is ended.   

It has two shades of meaning:  

o remain under trials rather than ____ ______ from it, not a desire for 

deliverance;  

o not a gritting of the teeth, not a quiet submission or passive resignation; 

it is the ability to turn trials to _______________ and ___________; it is a brave 

active perseverance that not only remains in the storm, but uses the 

storm for its own advantage and advancement in the course that God 

has bidden it to run.  Using the trial for our advancement and glory (eg., 2 

Cor. 1:3-4; Luke 22:32). 
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2. “Blessed is the man … when he is tried” (James 1:12b) 

• “tried” —used of ___________ coins and metal for genuineness; broadly of 

approving something after testing; strict sense it is used of testing something 

because you know it is genuine in order to ____________ it even more.   

• We are tried so that our faith may be made more pure (cf. 1 Pet. 1:6-7).   

• Trials are designed to purge out the dross and to refine us.   

This truth is indicated in James 1:2-4.  Trials produce “patience” within us, and if 

we let patience do “her prefect work” it will accomplish three things: 

o “perfect” (v. 4) refers to _____________, reached its adult growth; ripeness 

and richness of Christian knowledge and character as would make a full-

grown Christian in contrast to a babe in Christ.  

o “entire” = _____________ or complete; refers to all the virtues that should 

characterise the mature believer. 

o “wanting nothing” = in nothing being ___________________, summarises the 

first two points; the Christian should possess every Christian grace, no 

part of their personality should be lacking.  

• There are a variety of trials because no one trial can produce _________ 

_____________.   

• We are to remain under trials because they are burning the dross out of our 

lives and replacing it Christian virtue and grace.   

• If we are faithful in trials, we can receive the Crown of Life.  

  

Why are Trials a Major Part of the Christian Life?  

• “We must cultivate the habit of thinking life is mainly meant to make character… 

Life is but the _____________ for building character”—Alexander Mclaren.    

• Every trial is part of the scaffolding that adds to my character or virtue which only 

that particular type of trial can add.   

• “If I rightly understand the meaning of this world and its bearing on myself, and the 

intention of my whole life to make me what God would have me to be, then I shall 

not measure things by their capacity to delight and please, but only by their ______ 

to mould me into his __________”—Alexander Mclaren.  

• Trials are heavy (1 Pet. 1:6), and cause sorrow and grief; but in the midst of the 

heaviness there is joy because we know what comes from the trial (like for Christ, 

Heb. 12:2-3; the outcome was where the joy was). 

 

If we endure trials our character will be built (Christlikeness); but we will also 

receive a “crown of life” — which entails a blessed and glorious life; you will have a 

life of character to display.  Trials are temporary, but a Christlike character will stay 

with us.    

  

 


